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I have slid into the spirit of Indian affairs, and took a peep
behind the curtain. I am not boasting to the world, but
writing to a confidential friend, sure and tried, whose good
opinion of me under every difficulty I am striving to justify.
I trust that you will never have cause to blush for one, who
you so warmly and urgently recommended in highly flatter-
ing terms of commendation. I can never cease to remem-
ber it.

town to Peoria and return, while the office proved to be not worth $30 a
year. During the summer he was appointed by Governor Edwards as
brigadier general of the state militia, then being organized; but not being
called into active service he received no pay. In August, 1827, his efforts
were rewarded by a ‘“letter of appointment” to the vacant Winnebago In-
dian agency at Prairie du Chien — Agent Nicholas Boilvin having been
drowned in the Mississippi (ante, p. 248), during the early summer. Street
resigned his militia office, September 16. He moved to Prairie du Chien on
the first of November, and from the letter here given it will be seen that
he was at first fearful the senate would not confirm his appointment. The
senate did confirm it, however, and he was allowed to retain the post at a
salary of §$1,200 per year, with John Marsh of Massachusetts as sub-agent
($500 per annum), and John P. Gates of Canada as interpreter ($400 per
annum); Thomas P. Burnett became sub-agent in 1830, succeeding Marsh.
When the county of Iowa was organized by proclamation of Governor Lewis
Cass, of ‘Michigan Territory, October 9, 1829, Samuel W. Beall, Louis Grig-
non and Street were appointed commissioners to locate the seat of justice.
Street did good service during the Black Hawk war, and it was to him
that the Sac leader was delivered up, by One-eyed Decorah and Cheetar,
Street appears to have been fairly successful in keeping the Winnebagoes
quiet, during the term of his agency. While not particularly popular with
either whites or Indians, he was deemed & satisfactory ageni. His letters
show him to have been a pompous, garrulous man, and given somewhat to
flattery of those from whom he expected favors, Upon the final removal
of government troops from Rock Island, in November, 1836, he was or-
dered to establish a Sac and Fox agency there. In the fall of 1837, he
accompanied Keokuk, Wapello and about thirty other Sac and Fox chiefs
and head-men to Washington; in the party was Black Hawk, who had, in
1838, been placed under Keokuk for safe keeping. The party was received
in the leading eastern cities with much ceremony, ITndian deputations to the
seat of government being then rare. In April, 1839, Street, pursuant to
orders, removed his family from Prairie du Chien, which had till then re-
mained as his home, to Agency City, on the Des Moines river, Wapello
county, lowa. During the following winter his health broke down, and he
died at the agency house there, May 5, 1840, aged about sixty years.— ED.



